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that time referred to Natural Resources. B ill was a d vanced t o
General File. I do have committee amendments, Madam President.
(AM0142, Legislative Journal page 398.)

S ENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Sena tor Sc hrock, y o u
a re r e c o g n i z e d t o o p e n o n L B 94 .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Madam President, members of the Legislature,
L B 94 wo u l d a d o p t t h e Pr i v a t e On s i t e W a s te w a t e r T r e a t m en t Sy s t em
Contractors Certification and System Registration Act. It 's a
mouthful. Under its authorizing laws, the Nebraska Department
o f Env i r onmenta l Qu a l i t y h a s f or so me t i m e had enf o r ~ d r u l es
and regu l a t i o n s g o v e r n i n g t h i s des i g n , o p e r a t i o n a n d ma i n t e nance
of on-site wastewater systems. It is intended that this
Legislature would rely upon those accepted standards in all work
d one on on - s i t e w a s t ewate r s y s t ems by doc u mented p r o f es s i o n a l s
working i n t he i ndu s t r y . I n ot he r wo r d s , w e ' r e d e a l i n g w i t h
septic tanks and waste site systems in rural Nebraska that in
some cases now have t h e p o t e n t i a l t o cont a m i nat e wa te r w e l l s an d
r i ve r b e d s a nd s t r e a m s i n t h e s t a t e o f Ne b r a sk a . An d t h i s . .and
right now there ar e no acceptable standards on what should or
shouldn't be the proper way to install and the design and so on
a nd s o f o r t h , b u t t h i s wou l d b r i n g ab o ut l eg i s l a t i on t h a t wo u l d
create that. The legislation would provide that the on -site
wastewate r sy s t ems wou l d n ee d t o b e s i t e d , l a i d o u t ,
constructed, r econstructed, altered, mo dified, re paired,
inspected, and pumped by certified professionals under the
Departmen t o f En v i r o n m e n t a l Q ua l i t y r u l e s a nd r eg u l a t i o n s . Th i s
certified professional would be certified and recertified
p er i o d i ca l l y f o l l o wi ng i n du st r y wo r k e n t r y t e s t i ng d e s i g n s t o
assume (sic) competence and understanding of construction
standards by those certified professionals. T his legislation
prov>.des for the establishment of an industry advisory board
i n t e n de d t o wo r k wi t h t h e d ep a r t me n t a n d i t s c ou n c i l i n t h e
establishment of certified st andards a nd requirements,
examinat io n de t ai l s , cont i nui ng edu cat i on pr og r a m s and
practices. Part of the problem out t here is now if you ' re
building a hom e in rural Nebraska and you want to put a septic
tank in or a wastewater site in, you ca n ge t thre e dif ferent
bids, and maybe one isn't up to standards and shouldn't be put
i n . B ut so m e t i mes peopl e w i l l t ake t he ch e apest o n e when i t m a y
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